
BOROUGH OF MEDFORD LAKES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 9, 2000

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Medford Lakes, New Jersey, was
held on the above date in Oaks Hall Council Chambers beginning at 7:30pm.  Mayor Casey presided.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Casey read the Statement of Compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.  This is to announce that adequate notice in the form of Notice of Meetings was (1) posted on the
Administration Building bulletin board, (2) mailed to The Central Record, Medford, NJ, (3) mailed to the
Burlington County Times, Willingboro, NJ, and (4) filed with the Municipal Clerk.  Advance written notice of
this meeting was mailed to all persons who requested such notice according to the Clerk of the Municipality.

Answering Roll Call were: Mayor Timothy S. Casey, Councilman Joseph A. Aromando, and Councilman Gary
F. Woodend.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
Councilman Aromando made a motion, seconded by Mayor Casey, to approve payment of bills on the Bill List.
Councilman Woodend stated he understands the engineering expenses are necessary, but he would like to take a
closer look at how much is spent.  Councilman Aromando asked what work was proceeding on Nahma Trail,
since the ordinance was approved.  Manager Murray stated the check for $649 is ready to file with the State.

VOTE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS
Ayes: Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Councilman Woodend made a motion, seconded by Councilman Aromando, to approve the Minutes of the
October 12, 2000 Council Meeting.

VOTE TO APPROVE MINUTES
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries

Mayor Casey made a motion, seconded by Councilman Aromando, to approve the Minutes of the October 26,
2000 Council Meeting.

VOTE TO APPROVE MINUTES
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries
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RESOLUTIONS
Mayor Casey introduced the following resolution, seconded by Councilman Woodend:

RESOLUTION 100-00
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING C. PHILIP MURRAY, JR. AS ACTING/DEPUTY MUNICIPAL
CLERK FOR THE BOROUGH OF MEDFORD LAKES.

WHEREAS, there exists the need for an appointment for an acting municipal clerk; and,

WHEREAS, C. Philip Murray, Jr., the Acting Municipal Manager, can serve as the Acting Municipal Clerk in the
absense of the Municipal Clerk, Paul E. Thomas, Jr., R.M.C.;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Medford Lakes, in the County
of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that:

Solicitor Vogdes advised taking out the work “deputy”.   It was decided to amend the resolution to include the
words “…in the absence of the clerk and at the discretion of Council…”

PUBLIC COMMENT:  NONE

Mayor Casey introduced the following amended resolution, seconded by Councilman Woodend:

RESOLUTION 100-00
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING C. PHILIP MURRAY AS ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK FOR THE
BOROUGH OF MEDFORD LAKES IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CLERK IN THE ABSENCE OF
THE CLERK AND AT THE DISCRETION OF COUNCIL.

VOTE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 100-00
Ayes:  Casey, Woodend
Nays:  Aromando
Resolution passes

Mayor Casey introduced the following resolution, seconded by Councilman Aromando:

RESOLUTION 101-00
A RESOLUTION REFUNDING A DUPLICATE 4TH QUARTER TAX PAYMENT TO FLEET BANK,
FOR THE PROPERTY AT 413 TABERNACLE ROAD, AKA BLOCK 20028.01, LOT 6

WHEREAS, a duplicate fourth quarter tax payment was made on BLOCK 20028.1, lot 6(currently
assessed to Richard and Ida Jennings) by Fleet Mortgage Group in the amount of $1,256.35, and

WHEREAS, Fleet Mortgage Group requested a refund of these monies,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Medford Lakes,
County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that a Borough check representing the duplicate payment amount of
$1,256.35 be drawn to the order of Fleet Mortgage Group.
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Mr. Murray advised this payment is the result of a duplicate payment made at closing.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None
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VOTE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 101-00
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Resolution passes

Councilman Woodend introduced the following resolution, seconded by Mayor Casey:

RESOLUTION 102-00
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MARK P.
HELFAT, D.V.M.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) provides that local
governing bodies may award contracts for certain professional services without competitive bidding; and,

WHEREAS, there exists within the Borough of Medford Lakes, the need to retain the services of a
licensed Doctor of Veterinary Medicine for the purpose of conducting the annual rabies vaccination clinic,
which such clinic is scheduled to be held on Saturday, January 20, 2001; and,

WHEREAS, Mark P. Helfat, D.V.M. has agreed to provide the Borough of Medford Lakes with the
aforementioned services; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council of the Borough of Medford Lakes to enter into a
written agreement with Dr. Mark P. Helfat for the aforementioned services, which such agreement is attached
hereto and made part hereof;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Medford
Lakes, New Jersey, that a professional services agreement, by and between the Borough of Medford Lakes and
Dr. Mark P. Helfat for the purpose of conducting the annual rabies clinic on January 20, 2001, be and is hereby
authorized and approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a
“Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because it is a recognized
profession licensed and regulated by the law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a coy of this resolution shall be published in The Central Record
as required by law within ten (10) days of its passage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.
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Councilman Aromando asked if the clinic vaccinated cats as well as dogs, he was advised it does.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

VOTE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 102-00
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Resolution passes
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Councilman Aromando introduced the following resolution, seconded by Councilman Woodend:

RESOLUTION 103-00
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TAX EXEMPTION AND ABATING THE 4TH QUARTER TAX
PAYMENT ON THE PROPERTY AT 50 ALGONQUIN TRAIL, By VIRTUE OF THE OWNER
BEING EVALUATED AS HAVING A 100% PERMANENT AND TOTALLY DISABLING WARTIME
SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY.

Manager Murray stated there are two parts to the resolution: the 2001 tax exemption and the 2000 fourth quarter
abatement.  Councilman Aromando questioned what authority required the exemption, Solicitor Vogdes replied
it is New Jersey State Statute 54:4-3.32, which requires that Mr. Fox be given the exemption if he has the
proper paperwork.   Mayor Casey stated the Boroughs issue is the time frame of when the Borough became
aware of the disability.  The taxes have already been paid, and the Borough would have to repay the County.
Solicitor Vogdes agreed Mr. Fox is entitled to the exemption for 2001, but the question concerns the fourth
quarter abatement.  Mayor Casey asked if Council could table the discussion of the resolution and advise Mr.
Fox of their intent.  Councilman Woodend asked what the Borough would have to pay if the abatement were
agreed upon.  Mr. Murray responded the Borough would have to pay taxes for school, regional school, and the
County.  He added that, beginning in 2001, the State would reimburse the Borough for these three taxes, but
that the Borough would have to pay the fourth quarter taxes without reimbursement.  Councilman Woodend
stated he would be in favor rebating the local purpose tax for the whole year, but nothing else.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Peggy Kantner, 131 Nokomis Trail, stated the Borough should have reimbursed Mr.
Fox as soon as they were advised of the disability.  She added the Council has the authority by Statute to
reimburse back to May, this is not a large sum of money.  She was angry with Council for lagging on this issue,
due to Mr. Fox being not only a disabled veteran, but also having been a prisoner of war.

Mayor Casey made a motion, seconded by Councilman Woodend, to table the resolution to be heard on
December 14, 2000.

VOTE TO TABLE RESOLUTION
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries

ORDINANCES INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING

Mayor Casey introduced the following ordinance, seconded by Councilman Woodend:
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ORDINANCE 465
AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE POSITION OF DEPUTY CLERK TO ACT IN THE ABSENCE
OF THE CLERK AND AT THE DISCRETION OF COUNCIL

Mayor Casey asked if Council could un-appoint Mr. Murray if a new manager/clerk was hired.  Solicitor
Vogdes suggested appointing Mr. Murray for a one-year term, or until December 31, 2000, whichever
t=Council felt was appropriate.  Mayor Casey asked if Council could create the position and not fill it.  Solicitor
Vogdes replied Council could do that.  Councilman Aromando stated he felt it was unnecessary to create such a
position.
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The public hearing on Resolution 465 will be held on December 14, 2000.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

VOTE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 465
Ayes:  Casey, Woodend
Nays:  Aromando
Motion carries

ORDINANCES INTRODUCED ON SECOND READING

Mayor Casey made a motion to remove Ordinance Number 464 from the Table, seconded by Councilman
Aromando.

VOTE TO REMOVE ORDINANCE 464 FROM THE TABLE
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries

Mayor Casey introduced the following ordinance on second reading, seconded by Councilman Aromando:

ORDINANCE 464
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 462, WHICH IS AN ORDINANCE
PROVIDING FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF P.L. 2000.C.33, REGARDING THE CONSUMPTION
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BY PERSONS UNDER THE LEGAL
AGE TO PURCHASE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AS ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 14, 2000, BY
DELETING THE FOLLOWING WORDS FROM SECTION 3, “OR MAY IMPOSE COMMUNITY
SERVICE FOR UP TO THIRTY (30) DAYS.”

Council advised the ordinance had been tabled from the previous meeting because the advertisement was
wrong.  Councilman Aromando asked if the deletion of the wording in question would allow the AOC to adopt
the ordinance.  Solicitor Vogdes stated it would.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

VOTE TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 464 ON SECOND READING
Ayes;  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
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Nays:  None
Ordinance passes

ADDITIONAL COMMUNITIONS RECEIVED

Manager Murray stated he had received no other communications, other than the ones already given to Council,
There is no Squad Report, the Police Report was put in each Councilman’s box, there is no Treasurer’s Report.
Mr. Murray stated Mr. Thomas is working on this report.
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REPORTS FROM OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS

MANAGER’ REPORT
Mr. Murray stated the Borough had an 80% turnout for the elections, which was the highest percentage in a
long time.  2,364 total votes were cast.

The new hire has resigned from the leaf collection crew.  He was having chest pains while on the job, and was
treated by the Squad.  A possible new hire is being investigated.

Councilman Aromando asked how many candidates were being interviewed on the 18th.  Mr. Murray advised
five candidates held the CMFO certification, four had responded and would be interviewed.  The fifth candidate
had taken another job.  The interviews will be held in Oaks Hall on November 18, 2000, at 9:00am.  Mayor
Casey asked if this would be an Executive Session, Mr. Vogdes replied it would, due to the handling of
personnel matters.

Councilman Aromando asked the whereabouts of DPW Superintendent McCorristan.  Mr. Murray replied Mr.
McCorristan was on vacation.  Mr. Aromando stated he did not want to interview Mr. McCorristan, (as he had
previously asked to do) until the Borough hired a new manager.  Mr. Murray will advise Mr. McCorristan.

Mr. Murray advised Council the League of Municipalities convention would be held the next week, and he
needed to know who would be attending.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Alarm ordinance:  Council will direct Fire Chief Wingert and Police Chief Scott to submit their comments on
the proposed alarm within two weeks.  The ordinance will include burglar, fire and CO2 alarms.

Canopies:  Planning Board Solicitor Robert Kingsbury stated some canopies are being used as carports near a
dwelling unit.  He suggests a change in the definition of a structure.  He has a concern about the use of these
tents in this manner.  Councilman Aromando questioned how a temporary structure would be defined.  He
wants to exclude tents used for parties or deck covers.  He wants the structures to be defined as storage
facilities.  Mayor Casey responded he felt Council should be concerned with “fixed location.  Councilman
Woodend stated he wanted the Planning Board to discuss the issue and report to Council.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

Mr. Woodend made a motion, seconded by Councilman Aromando, to refer the issue of canopies to the
Planning Board for discussion and have the Planning Board send a recommendation to Council.
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VOTE TO REFER TO THE PLANNING BOARD
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries
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Metrocom proposal: Discussion concerning a counter-proposal for Metrocom, to determine their interest.
Councilman Aromando does not want to “undervalue’ the Borough Right-of-Way.  Mayor Casey stated under
the system of “Most Favored Nation” if Metrocom altered the proposal for the Borough, they would then have
to go back and redo all proposals for other customers.  He does, however, want to keep the discussion open.

Councilman Aromando reiterated that Council had already turned down the proposal by Metrocom, this move
was simply to keep the discussion open and to “put the ball in their court.”

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Peggy Kantner,  131 Nokomis Trail, asked if not having a contract with Metrocom
meant residents in Medford Lakes would not be able to receive the Ricochet service if they did not close enough
to a receiver in Medford.  Mayor Casey stated this was true.  Ms. Kantner wanted to know why the original bid
was turned down.  Councilman Woodend advised the Council felt the money could be better and the contract
was too long.  Councilman Aromando advised her Metrocom was the one who initiated the proposal, and he felt
they would continue negotiations because they were interested in a contract with Medford Lakes.

Councilman Aromando made a motion, seconded by Councilman Woodend, to direct the Solicitor to send a
counter-proposal to Metrocom.

VOTE TO OFFER A COUNTER PROPOSAL
          Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
          Nays:  None
          Motion carries

OLD BUSINESS

A. CMFO/Clerk/Manager vacancy – the interviews have been changed from November 11th to November
18th.  Mayor Casey and Councilman will be in attendance, Councilman Woodend will not.  He will interview
the candidates personally.  It was decided to interview at this time only those who hold the full CMFO
certification.  If necessary, Council can discuss a separate part time clerk’s position if the interviews are not
productive.  Councilman Aromando urged Council to move quickly before the end of the year.  It was decided
to go into Executive Session at the November 30th Council meeting, if necessary, to conduct interviews.

B/C. Architect/Municipal Building and DPW Complex – Councilman Woodend advised he had met with the
architects, and feels they are properly acquainted with the problems inherent it he the project.  Manager Murray
stated they have been on the property and are working on determinations of what is needed.
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D. Appointment of a Judge – Mayor Casey will attend the court session on Tuesday, November 14th, to
observe Judge McFeeley, who is one of the candidates for the position.

E. McKendimen Road paving project – Manager Murray stated he had met with the engineer, who
surveyed McKendimen Road.  He will level out the dip at the area with the problem flooding, but will not
widen the road.  Medford Township definitely is not interested in paying for half of the project from Oak Drive
to Baessler Road.

F. Trash collection rebidding – it was decided to submit the advertisement to the newspapers, and then re-
write the specs to make it clearer to bidders.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  Peggy Kantner, 131 Nokomis Trial, asked if going out for bids was the first step in out
sourcing the Public Works Department.  Mr. Murray advised her the bidding process was only for trash
collection, not for the entire public works department.

G. Other – Manager Murray advised he met with Medford Township Manager Feit concerning the Inter-
Local Services agreement, which is on the agenda for the December 14th Council meeting.  The Borough is
receiving 10,000 brush credits for the vehicle being dedicated to Medford.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Conversion of old police vehicle for use by Fire Chief – Chief Wingert explained that the Fire
Department has one command vehicle at the current time, which he uses.  The Fire Department has just
established a policy of having two deputy chiefs on duty 24-7, each covering a shift.  The fire vehicle Chief
Wingert is currently using would be dedicated to the two deputies and he would use the vehicle given him by
the Police Department.  It is not advisable for the deputies to use their personal vehicles when on-call, it is good
for their moral and training to have their own vehicle.  Also, it reduces liability and gives the deputy a place out
of which to work.  In turn, the Chief would not have to respond to each and every call, as he has in the past.
Each deputy would then be in charge at a fire scene.  Councilman Aromando asked if the deputy could ride on
the truck, without having a personal vehicle.  Chief Wingert advised him, due to Federal Law, everyone riding
on a fire truck must be used as a fire fighter, not as a command person.  Councilman Aromando asked what
guidelines would be in place for the two deputies.  Chief Wingert stated the vehicles would not be taken out of
the Borough, they would be parked at the home of whoever was on-call, and he would be preparing operating
guidelines.  Chief Wingert stated the vehicle is currently valued at approximately $2500, and has 90,000 miles
on it.  It will cost approximately $1500 to re-paint, but it already has the lights, radio, siren and decal.  It will be
insured on the Borough’s overall policy, the cost of fuel and maintenance will come from the Fire Department
budget.  He added that, at this point, the vehicle is a hedge against future expenses for the new communication
system, which will become operational in August of 2001.  At that time, the mobile radio will cost $3500 and
the portables will cost $3600.  The County will supply radios to those departments who have the proper vehicles
in use.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Peggy Kantner, 131 Nokomis Trail, asked if both deputies are residents of Medford
Lakes, which Chief Wingert confirmed.

Mayor Casey made a motion, seconded by Councilman Woodend, to direct the Manager to transfer control of
Police vehicle 3708 to the Fire Department for the Chief’s use, and the Blazer currently used by the Chief
would be available for use by the deputies.
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VOTE ON MOTION TO TRANSFER VEHICLE
       Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
       Nays:  None
       Motion carries

B. Environmental Commission appointments – Mayor Casey stated he is empowered to make appointments
to the Environmental Commission.  As such, he has appointed Suzanne Frank to a three-year term, to expire on
September 30, 2003.  He also has appointed Amy Weichert to fill the remainder of the term of Ed Anderson,
who retired.  Manager Murray explained to Council that the Environmental Commission has seven members, all
of which are regulars, there are no alternates.  The Commission needs this many members to have a quorum.
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C. Other – Council discussed methods for getting residents involved and procedures for advertising
vacancies on committees.  Council will put out a general notice in the Colony News concerning committees,
boards, vacancies, and appointments which are available.

Councilman Woodend stated he had two New Business concerns.
1. He was contacted this date about the late disbursement of paychecks.  Manager Murray responded he
felt this was a complaint of spoiled employees who were waiting for their checks.  Mr. Thomas had forgotten
that Friday was a holiday, and he was late getting to the Borough to sign the checks.

2. He asked if Chief Scott was officially the backup for times when the Manager was unavailable.  This
had been discussed at a previous Council meeting, but never acted upon.  Councilman Aromando questioned
having Chief Scott in this position, since he is frequently not available.  Manager Murray assured Councilman
Aromando that Chief Scott is available when needed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

Mayor Casey made a motion, seconded by Councilman Woodend, to name Chief Scott as the person in charge
in the absence of the Manager.

VOTE TO NAME PERSON IN CHARGE
     Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
     Nays:  None
     Motion carries

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Casey made a motion, seconded by Councilman Woodend, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30pm.

VOTE TO ADJOURN
Ayes:  Casey, Aromando, Woodend
Nays:  None
Motion carries

Respectfully submitted,
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Paul E. Thomas, Jr., RMC
Borough Clerk


