
BOROUGH OF MEDFORD LAKES
           TOWN MEETING

JULY 19, 2004

A town meeting was held in the multi-purpose room of Neeta School, beginning at 7:00pm.  The public was in
attendance, as were representatives from FEMA, the Burlington County Board of Health, and other agency
representatives.

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Wasson called the meeting to order.

Answering Roll Call for the Borough were Mayor Dave Wasson, Councilman Tim Casey, and Councilman
Gary Woodend.

Borough employees in attendance included Solicitor Jim Vogdes, Manager Rich Knight, Police Chief Frank
Martine, Fire Chief Mark McIntosh, Emergency Management Coordinator Dave Matos, Wastewater
Superintendent Paul Hayden, and Public Works Superintendent Pat McCorristan.  Also present were Freeholder
Vince Farias, Burlington County Clerk Phil Haines, Burlington County Emergency Management Coordinator
Kevin Tuno, Burlington County Health Department Officer Robert Gogats, New Jersey State Police Emergency
Management Coordinator Keith Drier, and FEMA representative Mike Beeman.

SPEAKERS

MAYOR WASSON - addressed the audience of about 600 people.  He expressed his relief that no one was
seriously injured or killed during the flood.  Mr. Wasson thanked all those who worked tirelessly on the
restoration effort.  His list included County, State and Federal agencies, Dave Matos, Paul Hayden and the
Wastewater Department crew, Council members, the Medford Lakes Lions Club, the Medford Lakes Colony,
Borough Manager Rich Knight, Chief Mark McIntosh and the Medford Lakes Fire Department, the Medford
Lakes Emergency Squad, Brian Bennett, Ron Panetta, Debby Motylinski, Patty Beaston, and all the vendors,
the cooks and food servers.  Each speaker in turn thanked those people under his supervision.

COUNCILMAN CASEY - is Council’s Public Information Officer.  He reminded the audience that Medford
Lakes is still in a state of emergency.  He stressed the importance of getting the best information possible, not
relying on rumors or exaggerations.  The most accurate information is on the Borough Website at
www.medfordlakes.com. Information is also available at the Borough office and on TV channel 19, the Lenape
District station.

Mr. Casey announced that Council had hired Jack Kaczur as the project manager for the cleanup.  He is an
engineer with Alaimo and will supervise the repair of the infrastructure, the sewer plant and roads.  The
Borough garage was hard hit by the flood, with damage to equipment and trucks.  Cingular and Sprint are back
on line on the cell tower.

Mr. Casey thanked the police department for their efforts during the flood and the days following it.  The
audience responded with a standing ovation.

BOROUGH MANAGER RICH KNIGHT - asked the residents to continue being patient with the cleanup.

MEDFORD LAKES EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR DAVE MATOS – reiterated that
the Borough is still in a state of emergency. All flooded areas are unsafe.  The lake beds are dangerous.  Mr.
Matos urged residents to drive with caution when using detour routes.  The sewer plant is online, thanks to the
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efforts of Superintendent Paul Hayden and his crew.  It was back online using a temporary generator within 15
hours.  He urged residents to continue to restrict water use.  Department of Transportation crews will be on
location at Tabernacle Road and Lenape Trail on Tuesday, July 20, 2004.  Mr. Matos spoke with a
representative of Governor McGreevy’s office, who advised him the Department of Environmental Protection
will expedite applications for dam repair.

NEW JERSEY STATE POLICE LT. KEITH DRIER – expressed the need for the Borough to get fiscal
information to the proper authorities so resources could be expedited.  Permitting processes need to be
completed quickly and correctly.  He advised residents to contact police about any contractors who offer to do
work at their home.

BURLINGTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVE KEVIN TUNO –
stated County agencies are working around the clock to expedite funds for restoration to all the municipalities
affected by the floodwaters.

FREEHOLDER VINCE FARIAS – advised the audience that the County will not be charging for the disposal
of debris.  He warned residents to be cautious when hiring plumbers, carpenters and other contractors.  FEMA
does not certify anyone for repair work.  He warned of possible scams.  The Office of Risk Management is
available to help residents with their insurance claims.  Representatives will be available at Lumberton Middle
School and the Medford Campus of the Burlington County Institute of Technology from 10:00am to 10:00pm.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICER BOB GOGATS – advised residents to remove anything that is
capable of molding, which can start in 72 hours.  He suggested throwing away anything that won’t dry and to
get a tetanus shot if injured during cleanup.

Mr. Gogats discussed well water usage by residents.  If a homeowner’s yard was flooded, causing the well to be
covered with flood water, the well will likely be contaminated.  The Burlington County Health Department will
test wells for homeowners; the number to call is 609-265-5539.  Homeowners may also have their well tested
by a certified company, who will then remove the seal and introduce chlorine into the well water for 24 hours.
The chlorine will disinfect the lines and then they can be flushed out.  Mr. Gogats advised all well owners to
have their wells tested once a year as standard maintenance.

FEMA REPRESENTATIVE MIKE BEEMAN – advised residents to call the FEMA 800 number (1-800-
621-3362) if they have damage to their home.  The funds available come from the Disaster Relief Fund.  Mr.
Beeman dispelled the rumor that the dams were not going to be replaced; no such discussion has taken place.

Councilman Casey opened the meeting to questions from the audience.

QUESTIONS
Kathy Milano, 88 Mohawk Trail – is concerned about the dam at Beach 3.  If it is breached, it will flood her
elderly parents’ home.  All the dams have been inspected the DEP.  Mr. Kaczur will meet with Ms. Milano to
discuss the dam and her concerns.

Tim Glaesman, 78 Pequot Trail, asked if a County survey of private wells existed.  There is no such survey;
each homeowner must survey his property to determine the well site.
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The public was advised that mold would quickly become a serious problem.  Homeowners were advised to have
repairs made immediately and then apply to FEMA for a refund.  Walls which have been soaked must be taken
down to the sheetrock.  Document well and keep receipts.

The permitting process will be revised; homeowners should repair the damage as soon as possible and then
apply for the required permits.

Brian Dunn, 63 Kosoto Trail, asked who would make application for repair of the dams.  A meeting will be held
at a later date to determine how to proceed with the repairs.

Chris Miles, 16 Tahteepay Trail, suggested establishing committees of residents who would like to volunteer to
help in the recovery.  The Colony will act as a clearing house for those who want to volunteer.  Ron Panetta will
re-visit the volunteer pool; FEMA will be in the Borough for at least 90 days.

Margo Pelligrino, 242 Chippewa Trail, advised she smelled a strong smell of sewerage in the area of Upper
Aetna Lake.  She aside if there were any septic tank systems in the area. Camp Ockanickon is now on the
Medford Lakes sewer system, but may have an old system.  Manager Knight will investigate.

Doug White, 120 McKendimen Road, has sludge in his yard and asked whether or not he should wash it into the
lake bed or leave it in his yard.  Project Manager Kaczur will speak with Mr. White following the meeting.  Mr.
White also discussed his well contamination; he was advised to have his well treated.  Finally, Mr. White asked
about wet wood on the outside of his home.  He was advised to find a contractor who specializes in disaster
recovery or to contact his homeowners insurance, who may have a suggestion.

Chris Young, 38 Cochise Circle, asked if the dams would be rebuilt; they probably will be but it will be a long
process.

Joe Maggelet, 236 Chippewa Trail, thanked the volunteers who worked at his home.  He asked what would
happen in the event of a fire, now that the Aetna Lakes are empty.  Fire Chief McIntosh advised him that a
tanker truck from Tabernacle is currently being housed at the Medford Lakes Fire Department building.  Mr.
Maggelet was critical of the process for repairing the dams and wanted all work to be legally done.  Councilman
Casey assured him everything was being done as quickly and correctly as possible.

Ron Panetta, 153 Iroquois Trail, thanked all the volunteers who helped all week.  Those in attendance gave him
a long ovation.  He asked that residents with any special skills call the Colony office to offer their help.  He
assured residents that more than enough potable water was available and would be until all well contamination
was treated and corrected.

Margo Olson, 160 Chippewa Trail, asked if boards could have been pulled in the dams, in order to prevent their
collapse.  Borough Engineer Wayne Simpson explained that boards were pulled; however, even though the
dams were designed to hold large amounts of water, no one could have anticipated the flood amounts.

Phyllis Grever, 149 Algonquin Trail, asked how long the Aetna Lakes would be empty; probably for at least one
year, but probably longer.  She also advised that former resident Robert Hazzard volunteered to give a benefit
concert for the flood relief.

Rudy Levak, 77 Onondago Trail, stated he thinks the MisheMokwa Dam looks bad and wondered if it would
collapse.  He asked if it could be included in the repair of the dams.  The dam does need to be repaired, but not
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on an emergency basis.  DPW Superintendent McCorristan advised the dam is still settling since it was repaired
two years ago.

Giovanna Pilch, 92 Manhasset Trail, stated she noticed a difference in the MisheMokwa Dam when she went
over it this afternoon, as compared with this morning.  Mr. McCorristan will check the dam tomorrow.

Tom Waters, 269 Chicagami Trail, asked about the debris in the lake beds and when volunteers could go into
the beds to clean them up.  The lake beds are unsafe and dangerous; no one should enter them for any reason.

Tim Glaesman, 78 Pequot Trail, asked about his residence, which floods several times a year due to a drainage
problem.  He was asked to contact Manager Knight to discuss the drainage issue.

Robert Hanold, 45 Natchez Trail, spoke as a past president of the Medford Lakes Lion’s Club.  He advised
residents it was a pleasure for the organization to prepare and serve three meals a day for five days to several
hundred volunteers.  He asked about the boards in the dams; they were pulled during the storm but were not
able to contain the tremendous amount of water coming from upstream.

Councilman Casey thanked the Medford Lakes School Board for their help and co-operation during the
previous week’s recovery.

Mr. Casey thanked everyone involved in the Town Meeting and adjourned.

Respectfully submitted

Richard Knight
Borough Manager

DSF: 8-1-04
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